
S.A.T.Qs and L.A.T.Qs 

  

“Mijbil the Otter 

(A) How does the narrator’s bond with Mijbil reflect the deep emotional connection between humans 

and animals? 

The narrator’s affection for Mijbil grows from curiosity to companionship. He treats Mijbil with care 

and patience, showing empathy and understanding. Their bond illustrates that love and trust can 

bridge the gap between species, creating a sincere and lasting friendship. 

(B) What challenges did the narrator face while transporting Mijbil from Iraq to London, and how did 

he overcome them? 

The narrator faced airline restrictions, a damaged box, and Mijbil’s sudden escape. Despite chaos and 

fear, he managed to calm the otter and safely complete the journey. His determination and quick 

thinking reveal his devotion and sense of responsibility toward Mijbil. 

(C) How does Mijbil’s playful behavior symbolize freedom and adaptability in a new environment? 

Mijbil quickly adjusts to his new surroundings, exploring, playing with marbles, and diving into 

bathtubs. His joyful, curious nature symbolizes adaptability and resilience, showing how creatures 

can find happiness and comfort even far from their natural habitat. 

(D) In what way does the story promote awareness about compassion and responsible pet 

ownership? 

The narrator’s careful handling of Mijbil highlights that wild animals require understanding, patience, 

and proper care. The story promotes compassion and responsibility, reminding readers that true love 

for animals means respecting their needs and natural instincts rather than treating them as objects 

of amusement. 

 
Q1. How does the transformation of Mijbil from a wild, nervous creature into a playful companion 

highlight the theme of friendship and adaptation in “Mijbil the Otter”? 

Answer: 

The transformation of Mijbil reflects the author’s patience and affection in helping a wild creature 

adapt to human life. Initially frightened and defensive, Mijbil slowly learns to trust Gavin Maxwell, 

showing how love and care can bridge the gap between species. The otter’s playful nature, 

intelligence, and affection prove that companionship can exist beyond conventional boundaries. This 

transformation also symbolizes adaptation—both human and animal adjusting to each other’s habits. 

Maxwell’s dedication and Mijbil’s trust portray friendship as a bond based on empathy and 

understanding, demonstrating that even creatures of the wild respond to love and kindness. 

 
Q2. In what ways does Gavin Maxwell’s narration of Mijbil’s journey from Iraq to England reveal both 

human compassion and bureaucratic challenges? 

Answer: 

Gavin Maxwell’s account vividly contrasts his deep compassion for Mijbil with the bureaucratic 

indifference of officials. His struggle to transport Mijbil legally—from dealing with airline regulations 

to improvised solutions—reveals the author’s determination and emotional commitment. While 

bureaucracy treats Mijbil as mere “cargo,” Maxwell sees him as a living being deserving comfort and 

safety. The chaotic flight incident, where Mijbil escapes mid-air, shows the unpredictability of nature 

clashing with rigid systems. Yet, through perseverance and ingenuity, Maxwell manages to protect 

Mijbil. The episode underlines that empathy and love can triumph over procedural hurdles, 

showcasing the human ability to care deeply even amidst institutional constraints. 

 



Q3. Discuss how the story “Mijbil the Otter” explores the idea of coexistence between humans and 

wildlife through its events and tone. 

Answer: 

“Mijbil the Otter” beautifully illustrates coexistence between humans and animals through mutual 

adaptation and respect. Maxwell’s patient efforts to understand Mijbil’s behavior—his playfulness, 

intelligence, and curiosity—reflect a harmony built on empathy rather than dominance. The 

narrative tone remains affectionate and observant, portraying wildlife not as exotic or dangerous but 

as capable of emotional connection. Mijbil’s eventual adjustment to domestic life without losing his 

wild spirit symbolizes balance between freedom and companionship. Through humor, affection, and 

reflection, the story teaches that humans and wildlife can coexist meaningfully if empathy replaces 

exploitation, reminding readers that understanding nature begins with compassion and respect for 

all living beings. 

 

 
“Madam Rides the Bus” 

 

(A) How does Valli’s curiosity drive the events of the story ‘Madam Rides the Bus’? 

Valli’s intense curiosity about the outside world and the bus journey motivates every action she 

takes. Her desire to explore independently leads her to plan carefully and experience the world 

firsthand, symbolizing a child’s natural thirst for adventure and learning. 

 
(B) What does the bus journey teach Valli about life and human emotions? 

During the ride, Valli experiences joy, excitement, and later sadness when she sees a dead cow on 

the road. This shift in emotion helps her understand that life is not just about fun and adventure but 

also about facing the reality of loss and impermanence. 

 
(C) How does the author use humour and innocence to portray Valli’s character? 

Valli’s insistence on being treated like an adult and her innocent remarks to the conductor and 

passengers create humour. Her childish pride, curiosity, and honesty make her character endearing, 

reflecting the playful yet serious nature of childhood curiosity. 

 
(D) What message does the story convey about independence and self-discovery? 

Through Valli’s solo journey, the story highlights that independence builds confidence and self-

awareness. Her experience teaches her responsibility and maturity, showing that real learning often 

comes from stepping outside one’s comfort zone and observing the world directly. 

 

Q1. How does Valli’s bus journey symbolize the transition from childhood curiosity to emotional 

maturity in “Madam Rides the Bus”? 

Answer: 

Valli’s bus journey is a metaphor for growing up and gaining life experience. Her curiosity and 

excitement about the outside world represent childhood innocence. She plans her trip meticulously, 

showing independence and determination. However, her joy turns to silence when she witnesses the 

death of a young cow—an encounter that exposes her to the harsh reality of life. This incident marks 

a shift from carefree wonder to emotional understanding. The journey, which begins as an 

adventure, becomes a lesson in empathy and mortality. Through Valli’s experience, Vallikkannan 

conveys that maturity arises not only from curiosity and courage but also from confronting and 

understanding life’s painful truths. 



Q2. How does the author use irony and humor to portray Valli’s personality and her understanding of 

the adult world? 

Answer: 

The story’s gentle irony and humor reveal Valli’s innocence and self-importance. She behaves like an 

adult—refusing help, managing her money, and talking confidently to passengers—yet her childish 

perspective adds humor. Her proud declaration that she is “a grown-up lady” contrasts with her 

naivety, making her endearing. The author humorously shows her limited understanding of the 

world, such as her excitement about small details like the painted bus or passengers’ clothes. This 

irony highlights the gap between appearance and maturity. Vallikkannan skillfully uses humor to 

celebrate Valli’s independence while reminding readers that real adulthood involves emotional 

depth, not just confidence or curiosity. 

 

Q3. In what way does “Madam Rides the Bus” convey the theme of learning through experience 

rather than instruction? 

Answer: 

Valli’s journey teaches that true learning comes from experience, not lectures. Despite hearing 

stories from elders, she seeks direct understanding of the world beyond her village. Her decision to 

secretly board the bus shows her desire for self-discovery. Throughout the trip, she learns practical 

lessons—money value, manners, and observation—but the death of the cow imparts a profound 

emotional lesson about life’s fragility. This experience matures her more than any advice could. The 

author suggests that experiential learning shapes empathy, wisdom, and awareness. Valli’s 

transformation—from an excited child to a thoughtful observer—shows that life’s most meaningful 

lessons emerge from courage to explore and feel, not merely to hear. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

“The Sermon at Benares” 

 

(A) How does Buddha’s encounter with Kisa Gotani convey his message about the universality of 

death? 

Through Kisa Gotami’s search for a mustard seed from a house untouched by death, Buddha teaches 

that death is a natural and universal truth. Her realization that no home is free from loss helps her 

understand that grief cannot alter the law of life. 

 
(B) What does Kisa Gotami’s transformation reveal about the process of attaining peace? 

Kisa’s shift from grief to understanding reflects inner awakening. When she accepts death as 

inevitable, she finds peace. Her transformation shows that enlightenment comes not from denial or 

sorrow but from acceptance and wisdom. 

 
(C) In what way does Buddha’s teaching emphasize detachment as a means to overcome suffering? 

Buddha explains that attachment to worldly possessions and relationships causes sorrow. By 

practicing detachment and understanding life’s impermanence, one can free the mind from pain and 

attain lasting peace, which is the essence of his sermon. 

 
(D) How does ‘The Sermon at Benares’ encourage a practical approach to dealing with grief? 

Instead of offering rituals or false hope, Buddha gives a realistic path: accept death as a natural part 

of existence. His practical wisdom encourages calm reflection and self-control, guiding people to 

overcome sorrow through understanding rather than emotional despair. 

LONG 



Q1. How does Buddha’s encounter with Kisa Gotami illustrate his teachings on the inevitability of 

death and the path to peace? 

Answer: 

Buddha’s meeting with Kisa Gotami reveals the universal truth of mortality. Blinded by grief after 

losing her son, Gotami seeks a miracle to bring him back. Buddha’s request for mustard seeds from a 

house untouched by death makes her realize that no family is spared from loss. This realization 

transforms her sorrow into understanding. She learns that attachment causes suffering, and 

acceptance leads to peace. Through this episode, Buddha teaches that death is a natural, 

unavoidable part of existence. True wisdom lies in letting go of personal sorrow and embracing 

compassion for all. The story symbolizes enlightenment through self-realization and acceptance of 

life’s impermanence. 

 

Q2. In what way does “The Sermon at Benares” reflect Buddha’s philosophy of detachment and its 

importance in overcoming suffering? 

Answer: 

“The Sermon at Benares” conveys Buddha’s core principle of detachment as the key to overcoming 

human suffering. He teaches that attachment to worldly desires and relationships binds people to 

endless grief. Kisa Gotami’s desperate clinging to her dead child exemplifies this suffering. Once she 

realizes that death spares no one, she understands the futility of attachment. Buddha’s doctrine of 

the Middle Path encourages moderation, compassion, and mental balance. By detaching from selfish 

emotions and desires, one attains spiritual clarity and inner peace. The sermon thus transforms grief 

into enlightenment, emphasizing that liberation from suffering comes only when one accepts life’s 

impermanence and practices mindful detachment. 

 

Q3. How does the story “The Sermon at Benares” transform personal grief into a universal spiritual 

message for humanity? 

Answer: 

“The Sermon at Benares” turns Kisa Gotami’s personal tragedy into a lesson of universal truth. Her 

grief mirrors the human tendency to deny death’s inevitability. Through her experience, Buddha 

conveys that suffering is not individual but shared by all living beings. By understanding this, Gotami 

transcends her pain and achieves wisdom. The sermon teaches that peace arises from empathy and 

acceptance, not denial or despair. Buddha’s message expands one woman’s sorrow into a profound 

reflection on human existence—reminding humanity that death unites everyone. The transformation 

from grief to understanding represents spiritual awakening, guiding people toward compassion, 

selflessness, and the ultimate goal of enlightenment. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

“The Proposal” by Anton Chekhov 

 

(A) How does Chekhov use humour to highlight human foolishness in ‘The Proposal’? 

Chekhov creates humour through the exaggerated quarrels between Lomov and Natalya over trivial 

issues like land and dogs. Their constant arguments, even during a marriage proposal, expose the 

absurdity of human pride and material obsession, making the play a brilliant social satire. 

 
(B) What do the frequent quarrels between Lomov and Natalya reveal about their personalities? 

Their quarrels show that both are short-tempered, argumentative, and stubborn. Instead of 

expressing love, they compete to prove superiority. This reveals the pettiness in human nature, 

where ego often overshadows affection and reason. 



 
(C) How does Chubukov’s character add to the comic tension of the play? 

Chubukov’s hypocrisy and impulsive reactions heighten the play’s humour. He eagerly supports the 

match for social gain but soon joins the quarrels with anger and sarcasm. His dramatic behaviour 

amplifies the chaos, reflecting the play’s theme of shallow relationships and greed. 

 
(D) What message does the play ‘The Proposal’ convey about marriage and social conventions? 

The play satirizes the idea of marriage as a social transaction rather than an emotional bond. By 

showing how property and status outweigh love and understanding, Chekhov criticizes the 

superficial values that govern human relationships in society. 

Long 

 

Q1. How does Chekhov use humour and irony in “The Proposal” to criticise the superficial nature of 

human relationships and the materialistic motives behind marriage in 19th-century Russian society? 

 

Answer: 

Chekhov masterfully employs humour and irony to expose the shallow foundations of marriage in his 

time. The play’s central conflict, revolving around land ownership rather than love, highlights how 

economic and social status outweigh emotions. Lomov’s nervousness, exaggerated politeness, and 

eventual quarrels with Natalya over trivial issues like land and dogs create comic absurdity. Yet 

beneath the laughter lies biting irony—the couple agrees to marry not out of affection but out of 

pride and property concerns. Chekhov’s satirical tone criticises society’s obsession with wealth and 

status, turning what should be a romantic proposal into a ridiculous negotiation. Through humour, he 

makes a profound statement about human vanity and the hollowness of materialistic unions. 

 

Q2. In what ways does “The Proposal” highlight the theme of pride and petty arguments, and how 

do these traits affect the characters’ relationships and decisions? 

 

Answer: 

Chekhov portrays pride as the driving force behind the characters’ irrational behaviour. Lomov, 

Natalya, and Chubukov are more concerned with winning arguments than resolving them. Whether 

disputing over Oxen Meadows or whose dog is better, their egos overshadow logic and affection. 

Lomov’s constant defensiveness and Natalya’s argumentative temperament turn every discussion 

into a battle of superiority. Even Chubukov, instead of mediating, fuels the quarrel to defend family 

pride. These endless disputes delay the proposal and nearly ruin it. Chekhov uses these petty 

quarrels to reflect the foolishness of human nature—how pride blinds people to happiness. 

Ultimately, pride wins over love, turning a supposed marriage proposal into a farcical comedy of 

manners. 

 

Q3. Discuss how the characters in “The Proposal” reflect universal human flaws, making the play’s 

social satire timeless and relatable even today. 

 

Answer: 

Although rooted in 19th-century Russia, Chekhov’s characters embody flaws still evident in modern 

society. Lomov’s insecurity, Natalya’s stubbornness, and Chubukov’s greed reflect human tendencies 

toward pride, materialism, and argumentativeness. Their inability to communicate calmly mirrors 

everyday conflicts where ego outweighs reason. The obsession with land ownership parallels today’s 

competition for wealth and status. Chekhov’s satire transcends time because it mocks traits inherent 



in human nature—self-interest, vanity, and pettiness. Despite the humorous setting, the play delivers 

a timeless moral: people often pursue social and material gains under the illusion of love or 

respectability. Through exaggerated yet realistic characters, Chekhov holds up a mirror to society, 

making “The Proposal” a universal and enduring comedy. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

“Amanda” by Robin Klein 

 

(A) How does the poem ‘Amanda’ reflect the struggles of growing up under constant supervision? 

Amanda feels suffocated by her parent’s endless instructions—about posture, manners, and 

cleanliness. The poem captures her desire for freedom and individuality, showing how excessive 

control can stifle a child’s imagination and self-expression. 

 
(B) What do Amanda’s daydreams reveal about her personality? 

Her fantasies of being a mermaid, an orphan, or Rapunzel show that she is imaginative, independent, 

and longs for peace. Through these dreams, Amanda escapes reality, revealing her creative spirit and 

deep yearning for freedom from restrictions. 

 
(C) How does Robin Klein use contrast to highlight Amanda’s feelings? 

The poet contrasts Amanda’s imaginative inner world with the harsh, repetitive scolding of her 

parent. While her fantasies are calm and free, the real world is noisy and demanding. This contrast 

emphasizes Amanda’s isolation and silent rebellion. 

 
(D) What message does the poem convey about the importance of understanding children’s 

emotions? 

The poem reminds parents to balance guidance with empathy. Amanda’s silent withdrawal shows 

that constant criticism can alienate children. Klein suggests that love, patience, and freedom of 

expression are essential for a child’s emotional growth and happiness. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

“The Trees” by Adrienne Rich 

(A) How does the poet use the growth of trees as a metaphor in the poem? 

The poet compares trees’ annual growth to personal resilience and renewal. By silently rebuilding 

themselves year after year, trees symbolize patience, endurance, and the quiet strength needed to 

overcome life’s challenges. 

 
(B) What do the trees’ silent actions suggest about nature’s wisdom? 

The trees’ gradual, unobserved growth reflects the subtle, persistent ways in which life heals and 

progresses. Nature’s wisdom lies in its patience and constancy, teaching humans that meaningful 

change often happens quietly over time. 

 
(C) How does the imagery in the poem highlight the theme of renewal? 

Rich uses vivid imagery of buds, branches, and seasonal growth to show cycles of life. The repeated 

visual of trees renewing themselves every spring conveys hope and the continual possibility of 

growth despite past hardships. 

 
(D) What deeper message about human life can be drawn from the poem? 

The poem suggests that humans, like trees, can rebuild and recover from difficulties. By observing 



nature’s resilience, we learn that patience, perseverance, and quiet effort lead to renewal and 

emotional strength. 

 

“Fog” by Carl Sandburg 

 

(A) How does Sandburg use metaphor to describe fog in the poem? 

Fog is compared to a cat that “sits looking over harbour and city.” This metaphor captures the fog’s 

quiet, mysterious, and sudden presence, making an abstract phenomenon tangible and relatable. 

 
(B) What effect does the imagery of the fog create? 

The imagery of fog “sitting” and “moving on little cat feet” evokes stillness, softness, and stealth. It 

creates a calm, mysterious atmosphere and emphasizes the gentle, almost playful nature of fog. 

 
(C) How does the poem reflect the poet’s observation of nature? 

Sandburg observes fog carefully, noticing its behavior and effect on the city. The poem shows his 

ability to find wonder and meaning in small, everyday natural phenomena, highlighting the beauty in 

simplicity. 

 
(D) What deeper message about life can be inferred from the poem? 

The fog’s quiet, unnoticed arrival and departure suggest life’s subtle, fleeting moments. Like fog, 

important experiences often come softly and leave without notice, reminding readers to observe and 

appreciate life’s gentle, transient beauty. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

  

“The Tale of Custard the Dragon” by Ogden Nash 

 

(A) How does the poet use irony to portray Custard the Dragon? 

Custard is described as cowardly, yet ironically, he is the one who saves the day when real danger 

appears. This contrast between expectation and reality creates humour and highlights that courage 

can appear in unexpected forms. 

 
(B) What role does humour play in the poem? 

Humour is created through exaggerated character traits, rhymes, and playful descriptions of the pets’ 

bravery versus cowardice. It entertains readers while subtly conveying lessons about courage, fear, 

and self-awareness. 

 
(C) How do the other pets’ reactions enhance Custard’s character? 

The brave pets—Belinda, Ink, and Blink—mock Custard’s fear, calling him cowardly. Their ridicule sets 

up the ironic twist when Custard defeats the pirate, emphasizing that true bravery is shown in action, 

not in boasting. 

 
(D) What moral lesson does the poem convey about courage? 

The poem teaches that courage is not about appearances or constant boldness but about rising to 

the occasion when it matters. Even the seemingly timid can display true bravery in critical moments. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

“For Anne Gregory” by W.B. Yeats 

 



(A) How does Yeats criticize society’s obsession with physical beauty in love? 

Yeats contrasts superficial admiration of Anne’s beauty with deeper qualities of the soul. By 

highlighting that love based solely on looks is shallow, he critiques a society that values appearance 

over character and genuine emotional connection. 

 
(B) What role do metaphors play in expressing the poet’s ideas? 

Yeats uses metaphors like “yellow hair” to symbolize transient beauty. These metaphors emphasize 

the contrast between fleeting physical charm and enduring inner virtues, reinforcing the poem’s 

message about valuing character over looks. 

 
(C) How does the poet’s tone reflect his perspective on love? 

The tone is gentle yet critical, showing respect for Anne’s beauty while condemning shallow 

admiration. This measured tone conveys Yeats’ belief that true love should rise above physical 

attraction to embrace deeper emotional and spiritual qualities. 

 
(D) What message does the poem convey about enduring relationships? 

The poem suggests that lasting relationships depend on inner qualities like kindness, intelligence, 

and moral strength. Physical beauty may attract attention, but genuine love and respect are rooted in 

the character of a person, not outward appearance. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

 “The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant 

 

(A) How does Matilda’s desire for wealth and beauty drive the story? 

Matilda’s longing to appear affluent and glamorous motivates her to borrow a necklace for the ball. 

Her obsession with superficial appearances sets the plot in motion and ultimately leads to her 

suffering, showing the dangers of vanity and materialism. 

 
(B) What role does irony play in the story? 

The story’s climax reveals situational irony: the necklace Matilda borrowed and struggled to repay for 

years was actually fake. This twist emphasizes the futility of her vanity and obsession, reinforcing 

Maupassant’s critique of superficial values. 

 
(C) How does the author depict the consequences of Matilda’s choices? 

Through ten years of hardship and toil, Matilda’s life shows that chasing status and beauty can result 

in long-term suffering. Maupassant highlights that poor decisions driven by pride and material desire 

can have devastating and irreversible consequences. 

 
(D) What lesson does the story convey about contentment and humility? 

The story teaches that pride and envy can blind one to simple joys and honest living. True happiness 

comes from appreciating what one has rather than chasing appearances or societal approval, 

highlighting the importance of humility and gratitude. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

“Bholi” by K.A. Abbas: 

 

(A) How does Bholi’s character change over the course of the story? 

Bholi evolves from a shy, ill-treated, and neglected girl into a confident, assertive young woman. 

Facing challenges and societal ridicule, she gains self-respect and courage, showing personal growth 

and inner strength. 



 
(B) What role does education play in Bholi’s transformation? 

Education empowers Bholi to read, write, and articulate her thoughts, boosting her confidence. It 

provides her the tools to stand up for herself, make wise decisions, and challenge societal 

expectations. 

 
(C) How does the story address the issue of societal attitudes toward physical appearance? 

Bholi’s plain looks and stammer make her a target of mockery and neglect. The story highlights the 

unfair bias against physical imperfections and emphasizes that true worth lies in character and 

intelligence, not appearance. 

 
(D) What message does the story convey about courage and self-respect? 

Bholi’s refusal to marry a man she dislikes demonstrates courage and self-respect. The story conveys 

that one should value personal dignity over societal pressures, teaching that inner strength is more 

important than compliance or fear. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

“The Book That Saved the Earth” by Austin B. Fletcher 

 

(A) How does the story use imagination to solve a global crisis? 

In the story, humans and aliens rely on creativity and storytelling to save the Earth. The use of 

imagination emphasizes that intelligence, resourcefulness, and original thinking are more powerful 

than brute force in resolving conflicts. 

 
(B) What role do the aliens play in highlighting human ingenuity? 

The aliens’ advanced but rigid thinking contrasts with humans’ flexible imagination. Their inability to 

predict the outcome shows that human creativity and adaptability are key strengths, highlighting our 

unique problem-solving abilities. 

 
(C) How does the story convey the importance of knowledge and wisdom? 

The “book” symbolizes accumulated wisdom and innovative thought. By using knowledge 

thoughtfully, the characters avert disaster, showing that information combined with creativity can 

protect and improve the world. 

 
(D) What moral lesson does the story impart about collaboration and problem-solving? 

The story illustrates that teamwork and sharing ideas lead to effective solutions. By working together 

and valuing each other’s creativity, humans can overcome even seemingly impossible challenges, 

emphasizing cooperation and collective intelligence. 

 

Q1. How does the author use misunderstandings to create humour and suspense in the story’ The 

Book that Saved the Earth’? 

Answer: 

The author uses misunderstandings to maintain suspense and add humour. Characters often 

misinterpret situations, instructions, or the behaviour of others, which delays solutions and creates 

tension. These confusions keep readers guessing about how the Earth will be saved, making the 

narrative engaging. At the same time, the miscommunications produce comic situations, lightening 

the mood despite the story’s serious theme. This technique ensures that the climax is both 

unexpected and satisfying, showing how mistakes and misjudgements can complicate even the most 

important missions. 



 
Q2. How does the story highlight the importance of responsibility and teamwork? 

Answer: 

The story emphasizes that responsibility and teamwork are essential in tackling global challenges. 

Each character’s actions, whether correct or mistaken, affect the mission to save the Earth. The 

narrative demonstrates that cooperation, coordination, and accountability are vital for success. By 

showing characters learning from their mistakes and working together, the story conveys that 

protecting the planet requires collective effort. It reinforces the idea that shared responsibility and 

collaboration are key to solving problems that no individual can handle alone. 

 
Q3. What lessons about human behaviour and problem-solving can be drawn from the story? 

Answer: 

The story teaches important lessons about human behaviour and problem-solving. It shows that 

curiosity, quick thinking, and creativity are crucial in emergencies. At the same time, 

misunderstandings and poor communication can complicate solutions. The narrative emphasizes 

patience, observation, and cooperation, highlighting that success depends not just on individual 

intelligence but on teamwork and clear communication. Through the story, readers learn that 

challenges—whether environmental, social, or scientific—can be overcome when people act 

responsibly, think critically, and work together. 

 

 

 

 LONG QUESTIONS 

 

Q10 Option 1: How do 'Nelson Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom' and 'Madam Rides the Bus' depict 

determination and courage, and how do they motivate readers? 

Both works emphasize the power of determination and courage in overcoming obstacles. In Long 

Walk to Freedom, Nelson Mandela endures long imprisonment and harsh conditions, yet his 

commitment to justice never falters. His courage inspires millions to fight against oppression with 

patience and resilience. Similarly, in Madam Rides the Bus, Margie defies societal expectations and 

personal fears to experience independence by riding a bus alone. Her small act of bravery symbolizes 

self-reliance and curiosity. Together, the stories motivate readers by showing that challenges—

whether personal, social, or political—can be faced with perseverance and courage, encouraging 

them to pursue their goals despite difficulties. 

 
Q10 Option 2: Both 'Amanda' and 'The Trees' by Adrienne Rich explore the theme of liberation. 

Examine. 

In Amanda, the poet portrays a young girl confined by societal norms and parental expectations, yet 

her dreams reveal a desire for freedom and self-expression. Her imagination represents a mental 

liberation from routine and control. In The Trees, Adrienne Rich celebrates nature’s triumph over 

urban constraints, where trees symbolize resilience, renewal, and the assertion of life in the face of 

suppression. Both works highlight liberation—Amanda through human aspiration and 

imagination, The Trees through natural metaphor. They emphasize breaking barriers, asserting 

identity, and embracing growth. Together, these poems suggest that true freedom involves courage, 

self-awareness, and renewal, whether through personal development or connection with the natural 

world.

 
Q11 Option 1: Comment critically on the role of the ball in 'The Necklace'. 



The ball in The Necklace is central to the story’s conflict and Madame Loisel’s character development. 

It represents her longing for wealth, social status, and admiration, driving her to borrow an elegant 

necklace. The event underscores her vanity and dissatisfaction with her modest life. Symbolically, the 

ball embodies society’s obsession with appearances and materialism, showing how superficial 

desires can dominate one’s decisions. The ball acts as a turning point, leading to her loss and 

suffering when the necklace is lost. Through this, the author critiques the dangers of greed and pride, 

illustrating that the pursuit of outward glamour often results in unexpected consequences and 

teaches a harsh lesson in humility and realism. 

 

 
Q11 Option 2: How does the author use the narrative technique of misunderstanding in The Book 

that Saved the Earth to enhance suspense and the story's unexpected ending? 

In The Book That Saved the Earth, the author uses misunderstandings to create suspense and 

maintain reader interest. Characters misinterpret situations or lack crucial information, which builds 

tension and curiosity about how events will resolve. These misunderstandings also introduce humor 

and unpredictability, keeping readers engaged. The technique ensures that the story’s climax is both 

surprising and satisfying. Moreover, it reinforces the story’s moral: effective communication, trust, 

and cooperation are essential in solving problems. By delaying clarity, the narrative heightens the 

impact of the resolution, making the ending memorable. This approach keeps readers intrigued while 

conveying important lessons about perception, teamwork, and the consequences of assumptions. 

 

 

The Making of a Scientist by Richard Ebright 

 

Q1. How did Richard Ebright’s early curiosity and experiments at home influence his later 

achievements as a scientist? 

Answer: 

Richard Ebright’s early curiosity shaped his scientific mindset. At home, he conducted experiments, 

explored insects, and investigated natural phenomena, which honed his observation and analytical 

skills. These activities nurtured creativity, persistence, and problem-solving abilities. By engaging with 

science practically from a young age, Ebright developed confidence and an independent approach to 

learning. This foundation was crucial for his later achievements, proving that early experimentation 

and encouragement of curiosity can lay the groundwork for success in scientific research. 

Q2. What role did mentorship and guidance play in Ebright’s development as a scientist? 

Answer: 

Mentorship played a significant role in Ebright’s growth. Teachers and experienced scientists 

recognized his curiosity and encouraged him to explore ideas further. Their guidance provided 

direction, constructive feedback, and access to resources he could not have managed alone. Mentors 

inspired confidence, helped him refine his skills, and introduced him to advanced scientific thinking. 

This combination of guidance and independence allowed Ebright to learn efficiently, develop 

discipline, and pursue ambitious projects, highlighting the importance of supportive mentors in 

shaping young scientists’ careers. 

Q3. How does Ebright’s story illustrate the qualities necessary to become a successful scientist? 

Answer: 

Ebright’s journey highlights essential qualities of a scientist: curiosity, perseverance, and independent 

thinking. He showed a strong desire to explore the unknown, conducted experiments with 

dedication, and learned from failures without losing motivation. His willingness to ask questions, 

observe carefully, and seek solutions demonstrates intellectual rigor. Additionally, patience, 



discipline, and openness to mentorship contributed to his success. The story conveys that scientific 

achievement is not only about talent but also about consistent effort, critical thinking, and a genuine 

passion for discovery. 

 

 

The Necklace by Guy de Maupassant 

Q1. Analyse Madame Loisel’s character. How do her desires and actions reflect human weaknesses? 

Answer: 

Madame Loisel is portrayed as vain, materialistic, and discontented. Her longing for wealth and 

admiration drives her to borrow a necklace to appear elegant at the ball. This desire blinds her to the 

contentment in her life and leads to disastrous consequences. Her actions reflect common human 

weaknesses: pride, envy, and the inability to appreciate what one has. Through her character, 

Maupassant critiques the pursuit of superficial appearances and shows how personal flaws, when 

unchecked, can result in long-term suffering. Her journey is a cautionary tale about the dangers of 

vanity and unrealistic aspirations. 

Q2. How does the author use irony to enhance the impact of the story? 

Answer: 

Maupassant employs situational irony to strengthen the story’s impact. Madame Loisel suffers for 

ten years repaying what she believes is an expensive necklace, only to discover it is worthless. This 

unexpected reversal highlights the contrast between her expectations and reality, making the ending 

memorable and shocking. Irony underscores the story’s central themes: vanity, materialism, and the 

consequences of pride. By surprising the reader, Maupassant critiques societal obsession with 

appearances and teaches that superficial desires often lead to unnecessary hardship, enhancing both 

the story’s emotional and moral effect. 

Q3. Discuss how the story reflects the social values and class consciousness of the time. 

Answer: 

The Necklace reflects the rigid social hierarchy and materialistic values of 19th-century French 

society. Madame Loisel’s unhappiness stems from her middle-class status and her yearning to belong 

to the upper class. The story shows how social aspirations and pride in appearances create pressure 

to conform and impress others. Maupassant critiques this class-conscious mindset, showing how 

obsession with wealth and status can cloud judgment and lead to suffering. The story also highlights 

the illusion of social mobility, as Madame Loisel’s attempt to fit into a higher social circle results in 

unexpected hardship, reflecting the dangers of valuing social prestige over reality. 

 

BHOLI 

  

Q1. How does Bholi’s childhood experiences shape her personality? 

Answer: 

Bholi’s childhood is marked by neglect and humiliation because of her physical appearance and 

speech impediment. Her parents and classmates treat her as timid and unintelligent, which initially 

makes her shy and withdrawn. However, these experiences also build her inner strength and 

resilience. Over time, Bholi becomes confident and assertive, learning to value herself and stand up 

for her rights. The story shows how challenges and early struggles can shape character, helping one 

develop courage, self-respect, and determination. 

Q2. How does the teacher influence Bholi’s growth and self-confidence? 

Answer: 

The teacher plays a crucial role in Bholi’s development. She recognizes Bholi’s potential and 

encourages her to speak and learn, giving her attention and support that she lacks at home. By 



treating Bholi with respect and motivating her to participate, the teacher instills confidence and self-

belief. This guidance helps Bholi overcome her insecurities and assert herself when faced with 

challenges, such as rejecting the unwanted marriage proposal. The story emphasizes the importance 

of mentorship and positive reinforcement in nurturing a child’s personality. 

Q3. How does Bholi demonstrate courage and self-respect in the story? 

Answer: 

Bholi demonstrates courage and self-respect when she refuses to marry a man she does not like. 

Despite social pressures and fear of being ridiculed, she stands firm, showing that she values her 

dignity over convenience or societal expectations. Her transformation from a timid, neglected girl to 

a confident young woman highlights her moral strength and independence. By asserting her choice, 

Bholi becomes an example of empowerment, showing that true courage involves making difficult 

decisions while maintaining self-respect and integrity. 

Q4. Analyse how societal attitudes towards appearance and gender influence Bholi’s early life. 

Answer: 

Bholi’s early life is heavily influenced by societal prejudices. Her physical appearance and speech 

difficulties make her the target of ridicule at home and school. Society views girls primarily in terms 

of beauty, marriage prospects, and obedience, which affects how Bholi is treated. These attitudes 

initially make her shy and insecure, but they also highlight the harsh realities of gender bias and 

societal expectations. The story critiques these norms by showing how such discrimination can 

shape, yet not define, a person’s potential, as Bholi eventually grows into a confident and assertive 

individual. 

 

 


